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T O T H E 

Moft Ini»enious, Learned and AccomplUh'd 

PHYSICIAN, 

Dr.JOHNARBUTHNOT, 

The Ornament of his Profeflion, 
- The Glory of his Country, 

The Promoter and Patron of the mofi Liba 
Arts and Science s; 
The Following 

EPISTOLARY ESSAY 

Is moft humbly Infcrib'd, by 
His tnoft Qbligd, and 
mofi devored Servant^ 

R.H. M.D. 
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fSi favcant hifcc mcis Robertus Graius, 
Johannes Arbothnotus Scot! illi Mi- 

fiapij atque H e c qv e t u s ilk Parificnfis opifer, 
Orumjudicia nonMoraboc:BELLiNius cnim 

|i>cos abiit. 
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LETTER 

t 

Dr. John ARBUtHNOt* 




Sir, 

I V E R r work that is new 
and juft, and tends to 
the advancement of any 
one branch of Surgery, is an 
unspeakable honour and glory 
to its author : it deferves the 
especial approbation of his bro^ 
ther artifts, and richly merits 
the thanks of those, that ^xe. 
B ^^- 
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... - - , 

relieved from Pain by its opera- 
tions ; and fince every mortal 
frame is fubjedfc to accidents, it 
juftly demands the praise and 
encouragement of all mankind. 
Now certainly, if the ad- 

of any one branch 
of the art deserves thus much, 
it will be a nice province, and 
of no little difficulty, to pro- 
portion juftly, the degree of 
praise due to the new in^thod of 
cutting for the ftone, by which 
we are taught, and pointed out 
to a much more eafie and fafe 
way of relieving the afflided 
Ions of men, from one of the 
jnoft painful, one of the moft 
torturing and dreadful diseases 
that can ever afledl a humane 
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As I was lately running over 
the advertisements, I found Mr. 
Chefelden had juft publifhed a 
treatise on the high operation 
for the ftone, when the above 
confideration, join'd to my 
knowledge of that gentleman's 
charader and great fuccess in 
the pra6lice of die art, on which 
his book was laid to treat, rais'd 
my curiofity to a great height, 
and promifing my lel^ that I 
Ihould be furpritsy with fome- 
thing new and uncommon, I 
fent for it out of hand, and 
waited with fome impatience 
till it came. 

I had no fooner perus'd a few 
pages in the body of the book, 
before I was indeed furpriz'd, but 
in a very different manner from 

B 2 what 



what I at jfirft expecSed. Truly 
jQr, where I had plac'4 an ima- 
ginary pleasure, I muft own 
I niet with real pain, to find, 
jthat a person who had juftly ob- 
tained to srood a character as a 
pra<3titioner, fliould deserve (o 
Very different a reputation, as 
an author ; and that a profeiTor 
of one of die moft liberal arts, 
Ihould turn it to the moil illi- 
beral use. ^ 

I find, fir, and am £>rry to 
find, that Mr jGhefelden^s per- 
formance is extraordinary in 
nothing, but what is likely to 
prove as njtuch to the disadvan- 
tage of his charafter, as I had 
thought it would jredound to his^ 

fame. 



* Nam cum icribcrc artem InfHtiiuxiti vidcntiir dicereie ezcoK 
gitafie, quod alios docerent : cum vero fcribunt* ofkndunt nohis^ 
quidaiij Excogitarint. Au&ifr atHsnn. lib. IV. c. 3. {^ ^, 
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&mc* Itib by no means a new 
work; no, under the fpeciou^ 
appearance of being fo, it is a 
dired dTay to detract from a 
new one ; it looks at beft, like 
a poor and ill-defign'd endea- 
vour of one artfol and crafty 
man, to pass for what he is not, 
and to Under another ingenious 
person from pafling for what 
be realty is, the firft and chief 
author, and discoverer, as welt 
as praftitioner, of this new me- 
thod in Eds^land. 

Mr. John Douglas, Surgeon, 
about four Months ago, oblig'd 
the world with a treatise on this 
fobjed, which he has form'd in 
the following method. He in- 
forms his Readers of the vari- 

ous 



6 llie LiETTER. 

ous methods of cutting for the 
ftone, and in fpeaking of each 
of them, he fuccindtly, but clear- 
ly, ihows the inconveniencies of 
each method, the parts concern- 
ed in the operation, names the 
inftrunlents that are us'd, and 
relates the manner how each 
operation is to be perform'd 5 
he then comes to his own new 
method, the principles of which, 
he fays, were firft laid down by 
the rnoft fagacipus of all Sur-r 
geons, Rofletus ; he next places 
before our Eyes, the motives 
which encourag'd him to at- 
tempt this new way ; enumerates 
the parts concerned in this ope- 
ration, defcribes the inftru- 
ments neceflary for it, tells us 
the number and office of affi- 

ftants, 
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ftants, the fcituation of the 
patient, and the manner how 
to perform it: he afterwards 
ihows the method of cutting fe- 
males, and then gives us the 
hiftory of his fuccefles ; to this 
work he fubjoins,as an appendix, 
what the laid famous Rofletus 
has written in his book De Partu 
Cse&reo, on that head, and a 
copy of a curious latin Thefis 
fent him from Paris, the quefti- 
on of which, is thus ftated, 
" An, ad extrahendum calcu- 
" lum, diffecanda ad pubem ve- 
^ fica ? " This is the method 
us'd in Mr. Douglas's Treatife, 
entitled, Lithotomia Douglaf- 
iiana. 

About four Months after the 
publication of this trad, there 



8 The LetteS 



\ 



appears another book, conoerd-^ 
ing the high operation for the 
ftone : This book begins like-^ 
wise with an account of the new 
method of cutting, in the fdbw-t 
ing manner. The author de^ 
fcribes the parts concerned in the 
operation, the icituation of the 
patient, the office of the affift-^ 
ants, the feveral kinds of inftru- 
ments, and the manner bow to 
perform it, together with th^ 
hiftory of his own cures in that 
wayj he afterwards tranflates? 
Mr. Douglas's appendix from 
Rofletus, and the above menti- 
oned theiis into Engliih, and 
this, forsooth, is entitled, A 
Treatise on the High Operati- 
on for the Stone, by William 

Cfaeielden 
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Chefekkn Sbrgcon to St Tho- 
mas's Hofpital, Southwarfc. * 
Thus this Jatter work is fo 



entirely methodiz'd, transcribed, 
far tranllated, from the former, 
that there is not any thing want^ 
ing to Ihow them both to be, in 
efkSt, one and the fame book, 
but explaining ^nd clearing up 
the fense of the title pages of 
eacL You are therefore defired 
to underftand, fir', that ' Litho^ 

* tomia Douglaillaiia, or a new 

* method of cutting fcr the 
^ ftone, firft pradis'd by John 
' Douglas, Surgeon, ** fignifiesin 
plain Englifb, according to the 
art of modern tranflation, * A 

C Tfea- 

* Qui alioram fcripta furantes, pro fuis prae-; 
die ant iunc vituperandii 

f^irtuVi de Atihi lib. 7. Tref, 
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' Treatise on the High O^ra- 
* tion for the ftone, by William 
' Chefelden, Surgeon to St 
' Thomas's Hofpital, South- 
' wark, F. R. S. ' * For the 
parts defcrib'dto beconcern'd 
in the operatioh, are the fame 
in each work ; the number and 
office of affiftants agree in each, 
in each the fcituation of the pa- 
tient is exad:ly alike ; and the 
two authors differ not at all in de- 
fcribing the manner how to per- 
form that operation; they differ 
in nothing but this one point, 
that Mr. Douglas discovers to 
us the reasons which mov'd him 
to attempt this new way, and 
Mr. Chefelden is pleased to con- 
ceal 



* O iagaccm iadufirij viii gcmum ! 
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ceal them from us, for other 
reasons, no doubt, beft known 
to himself 



Mr. Douglas lays down 
five flxong motives, which en- 
courag'd him to attempt this 
way, and attempting it with 
fucoefs three times, in the firft 
four tryals which he made, he 
then communJ£a|:e4 it to the 
publick, and app^g others, to 
this Mr. Ghefelden, Surgeon of 
St Thomas's Hofpital, (who, 
l^ys the good-natur'd author J 

* has always the good of man- 

* kind more at heart, than any 

* little view of his own. 

Now, Mr. Ghefelden menr 
tions not the motives that in- 
duc'd him firft to attempt this 
fame way, because, belike, if he 

C 2 \»d. 
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had, he muft neceflEar iiy hxvQ 
• own'd the previous fiaccess of 
Mr. Douglas ; and the reasons 
alledg'd by him, to have been 
abfblutely his firft real motives, 
and that would hmt fpoil'd the 
formal address in the front of 
his book, where, in the pcrfecS 
form of a true dedicator, he's 
pieas'd to tdl Dr. Mead, ^ that 
^ his facc€$s in those operations, 

* were owing to the eaco«rag«c- 

* ment that great Phyiician gave 
^ him, both by his presence, aiid 

* fevourable opinion of the un- 
dertaking. ' in this part hither- 
to, they only difler, in all the 
reft they are fo much the fame, 
that if Mr. Chefeldcn be not a 
meer eccho of 'Mr. Douglas's 
words, he's certainly a repeater 
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of his Sentiments, without any 
addition. 

I ftall therefore, fir, beg leave 
hereafter, to collate Mr. Chefel- 
den with Mr. Douglas,*and un- 
lefi (aying the very fame thing 
overagain, in other words,with- 
out any fubftantial, or ma- 
terial alteration, is rather to be 
caird Gompoling, than transcri- 
biog, Mr. Che&lden cannot be 
pix>perly faid to have done any 
more, than transcrib'd Mr. 
Douglas's method, and to h^v^ 
tranflated another man's work 
to his own use. He has in this 
latter tracS, not fo much as 
Ihew'dusone finglefoot-ftep of 
an amendment, or corre6lion, 
that can be made in the former, 

un- 



^^m^ 



* Vid. A££eudvx, 
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unlefs it be this, (and that I own 
may be a material one, in the 
present case) that Mr. Douglas, 
in the next edition of his book, 
QWght in juftice jto the world, 
rather jthan to himself, to ex-. 
punge the charader which he. 
has pijbliQi'd of Mr. Chefelden, 
viz.. .' That he hits always had 

* the good of mankind more ajt 

* heajt, than any little private 

* view of his own ; ' for, if Mr. 
Douglas would ftill remain hij 
friend, how jcould be juftify it 
to be for the ^opd of ijjankind, 
that Mr. Chefeidei;! ftould draw 
in fb many people tp pay five 
Ihillings for his book, when they 
had both purchased and rqacj all 
the contents thereof, before, in 
the lithotomia Douglafliana, 

for 
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foi* half the money. * And feems 
it not rather to be done for fome 
little private view of his own ? 
for my part, I think, that if Mr. 
Douglas can defend him in this 
point, Mr. Chefelden has not 
offended, but if he cannot de- 
fend him, it will be an offence 
to mankind to name him again 
with fb improper a charader 
in any future edition. 

Here I mufl: take leave to re- 
mark, that, by way of repaying 
Mr. Douglas ft ill more gene- 
roufly for the good chara<51er 
which he has given of him; 
Mr. Chefelden tells the reader 
in his Preface, That Mr. Dou- 
glas's method is nearly the fame 

with 



* Nam quod emts, poffit dioere jure tuum. 
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with Rofletus's, which be has 
tranflated, and then bids bim 
look iitfo the Lithotomia, after 
he has infinuated, that it wiH 
not be worth his while fo to do, 
and by this means, artfully en* 
deavours to keep the reader 
from discovering, that he tran- 
fcrib'd his own method from the 
Lithotomia. 

Pray does not Mr. DouglasteD 
us himself, that he derives his 
principles from Ws fevoutite 
author, Rofletus, even more 
frilly than Mr. Chefelden telb 
us, with this difference only, 
that Mr. Douglas does it out of 
a fpirit of juftke, Mr. ChefeJden 
with a feeming fpirit i£ detra-* 
ilion ? 



4I39 
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But 
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Biit Mr. Chefelden carries. 
ftiU fexther, this fpirit of detra- 
Stiotiy and while he thus, with a 
fly, unbecoming artifice, endea^ 
vours to cloak his own real 
thefb from Mr. John Douglas, 
he craftily mentions, how the 
theory had been commended to 
the Royal Society by Dr. James 
Douglas long before , and fpeak^ 
well of the Phyfician, whom it 
is not his bulinefs tp vie with, in 
order to leffen the Surgeon^ 
whoni, it feems, he was to eclipse 
and but-v ie in fame. 

The praftice upon the theory 
is then represented raih, and 
what no man, but Mr. John 
Douglas, would venture his re- 
putation upon ; as if Mr. John 
Douglas had had none to lose^ 

D and 
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and deserv'd to gain none . But as 
footi as Mr. Chefelden follow'd 
the fame pradice, it truly then 
firft became praise-worthy. Mr. 
John Douglas his beginning the 
practice, is made to appear in^ 
fignificant^ because his brother 
the Phyfician, had commended 
the theory : But Mr. Chefel*. 
den's 6pcrations are of the firft 
fignifidance, because he learn'd 
from him, both the theory mid 
pra<£tice. 

It would have been no ihame, 
after all, to the Surgeon of St. 
Thomas's Hofpitel, to have 
fpoken out the whole undis- 
guis'd truth at once, and then 
his preface might have been 
Ihorter, more pithy, and much 
more to the purpose, and might 

. have 
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JbaVe TOO in the following 



^ Mr. Douglas ( he; fliould 
have faid) took the firft prin- 
ciples of bis new method from 
Roiletus^ and I, from Mri 
Douglas, with this difference^ 
thatRoffetus ingenuoufly own^, 
he never pra6lis'd it upon li- 
ving bodies, and Mr. Douglas 
was the firft person I ever knew, 
who did £>, and that led me 
the way to the practice, as well 
as the theory. This Gentle- 
man having fucceeded three 
times in the firft four operati- 
ons, befoare I, or any of my 
brethren knew, or would be* 
lieve any thing of the matter, 
was .firmly perfuadeA^ tjcv^^ vx. 
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f would proved much more mo 
^ cessful than the common me- 
' thod : Therefore he thought 
^ he could not oblige the pub- 
^ lick more, than by communi- 
- eating it to the Surgeons of 
^ the Hospitals, where they had 

* fuch frequent oportunities of 
f pradlifing it. 

^ Accordingly, he acquainted 
^ them, that he would come and 
f cut publickly in either, or both 

* Hospitals, whenever they plea- 

* fed. But inftead of accepting 
^ this offer, as he expedled, they 
^all rejedled it with fcorn, as 

* derogatory to the charaifler of 
'the Cutters, except miy felf; 
^ who encourag'd him (as he's 
t pleasM to own, in a manner 

'much more to ruy reputation 
' tmtv 
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than I can pretend to deserve) 
and have lince follow'd his me- 
thod of pradlice with very good 
faccess. I am likewise as much 
indebted to him for being my 
predeceflbr in writing, as in 
ading : for I have here de- 
fcriby the operation much 
after his manner, having fu- 
peradded nothing new of my 
own, that could make this trea- 
tise mere useful than his, un- 
less it coniifts in relating the 
hiftory of my fuccess with 
each of the nine patients, whom 
I have cut thia^way, and in 
tranflating l^s latin Appendi x, 
and fome otf^er authors whom 
he quotes, fgir the benefit of 
f.less learned^ operators, whose 
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^ misfortune it is, not to under- 

< ftand the originals. 

* Mr. Douglas, I thjink hiiai, 

* has been fo very kind, as, in a 

< manner to advertise this work 
^ of mine in bis own ; where he 
^ fays, that I cut two patients 
f after this manner, on the thnrd 
^ of May, 1722 ; and fir more 
^ before the beginning of Augiift 
^following, all which operati- 
^ronji (fays he, according tahii 

beftowing 
f applauses upon mc) fuccecded 
f^ to the entire £itisfa&ion of &-- 
^* veral of the moft eminent 
^■* Phyficians anj Sbrgeona : iil 
** town, and every CMaeof the pa- 
" tients recover 'i - ^ 1 fbooy, 

* continues^ the fame gooA-na*^ 
^ tur'd Mr. Pouglas, " been more 

^^ particular 
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*' particular in the hiftory of 
" these cases, (which let the rea- 

* demote by the bye, would have 

* depriv'd. Mr. Chefelden frotA 

* the pretence of putting out any 
kk on that fubjedj " did 

*' not Mr.Chemden defign fboa 
" topublifh an account of them, 
^ to which I refer the inquifitive 
" reader. '^ . 



^«^ 
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lilt 



This would have been a 
deft, a juft and full preface to 
Mr. Chefelden's work, * but as 
the matter now (lands, while 
he would perfwade us, that Mr. 
Douglas's new method is an old 
one, what can he fay, to prove 

his 



^. Vide nc facias Impuckntef ^ qui tuo no- 
mine vdiscx aiiorum LaboribusLibarcLaudem. 
~ ' AiiSiar ad Herem. lib.^.c. 3> 4- 
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his own Book fo much a novd- 
ty as he would have it taken for ? 
Has it any other pretenfion to 
the title of a new performance, 
but that it is more newly pub- 
lifliM, and came out about four 
monthis after Mr.Douglas pub-' 
liih'dhis? 

Mr. Paul isjfieption'd by the! 
fame author, in the iarne place, 
with as great applaufe as Mr. 
Chefelden, for having cut two 
in St. Thomas's Hofpital, both 
of whom recover 'd peirfecStly, 
tho' one of em was taken with 
the fmatl Pox, eight Days after 
the operation. 

Nov/, why has not Mr. Paul 
a juft foundation, for following 
the noble example of Mr. Che- 
felden? 



_.- w/ 
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{ddtA ? He then may tranflate 
Rofie^s again, and make it 
cleat'er to us in Engliih, for Mn 
Chefelden owns it obscure and 
imcouth in many paflages, as 
he really well may, the Englifli 
now waiting, ia fome parts, e- 
very jot as ititidb a tranflation, 
as the Latin did before ; and if 
fb, it's only tranfcribing the 
ixiediod, by placing Rofletus 
firft, then bis own ^3letibod of 
operation, in other words, tpge- 
€her with the Hiftory of his 
experiments and fuccefles,whicht 
I muft remark by the way, in-» 
creiiase every day, and woiil4 
probably fw(dl the btflk of fuch 
a performance, and <o we may 
be fcrnifh'd with another new 
treatise, and fo on, in infinituni, 

E till 
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till we had as many disco- 
verers as there were pradi- 
fers, and as many authors, as 
there were cutters, * 

Methinks Men ought to be 
deterr'd from this, not only un- 
lawful, but ridiculous way of 
pradlice, upon the confiderati- 
on, that they rather injure them- 
felves Aan others. 

How handsome a figure does 
Mr. Chefelden make in Mr. 
Douglas's Book, and what a 
wretched appearance in his 
own ? 

In Mr. Douglas's, he ap- 
pears to be an honourable per- 
fon, * that has no private view, 
' but niakes the good of man- 
kind 



''' Sed nunc ammoto quxramus feria ludo. 

Hot. 
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^ kind his chief aim, his main 
' prospedl ; * In his own, he 
feems to be a Man, that, to 
make a mean and despicable 
profit to himself, would biemiih 
the chara6!:er of another at any 
rate, who had deserv'd well from 
the world. 

In Mr. Douglas's, he appears 
what he really is, an expert 
artift; in his own, he feems to 
be, not an expert artift, fo much, 
as a man of art and ciaft, who, 
by endeavouring to be more 
than he is, makes himfe if really 
lefs. For while we refleiSI: with 
indignation, that he falflv aims 
at being efteemed the author of 
another lean's treatise, we forget 
that he i^, what he really is, 
his equal in practice ; and thus, 

E 2 Ly 
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by pretending b arrogitfe tfte 
honoiii- of being the heat^ he 
Ibses thfe title which he other* 
wi^ might have juftiy claim'd) 

0f beirtg i worthy coadjutof . 

I don't fay tWs, fit, fo mirch 
to do Jurt-ice to the fingfe per* 
foh of Mr. John Douglas, (fot 

I totift -own, evai tfe yoii, that 
till tMs ti«ne, I bs^d a ftrcmgppe^ 
pdkt agaitift him)' as I: fo it 
Wilth t^aird tt) the jafticte thaft 
is ^tie. i^ all mankirKl ; because 
I atft fully fenfibte, that if ^hese 
indir^c?!: ^adlices were to be 
corit4rfii'<J>, it muft infallibly dis- 
, courage Others from making 
any ndble discoveries of the 
jik'e naWre. 

Now, discoveries are of all 
things die nfjojft useful in the 

healina 
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heaUilg an^ and what, abov^ 
tU, deserve our encouragement 
and^flcemi ., 



• - ^ • 



ftx^\3iity.i'm.hk descriptions 
of the iHwftriousmen of France; 
mdsdi tUs very jiift and acai* 
rate observation : * Secrets, fays 
he, may be kept in Families, 
when they, only tend toafim* 
jde curioifilyi biit when they 
ane of xtsa feir the ^eservatiofl 
of life, -methinks they ought, 
ais mtKh as |x>ffible, to be put 
into thchftiidsof all the worW, 
even tW it cowld not be done 
Witihoiat . fiifferittg fbme pre- 
judice. ^ 

Sydenham fpeaking of agues, 
makes likewise this remark, 
which is as juft in diseases of 

everj 
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every kind. * If any man knows 
how to (lop the carreeer of 
agues, either by a method, or 
fpecifickjhe is certainly oblig'd 
to discover a thing fo benefi- 
cial to mankind ; but if he re- 
fuse to do it, he is neither a 
good citixien, nor a prudent 
man , for it does not become 
a good citi5!«n to reserve to 
himself that Which may be ad- 
vantageous to his^ Mlow-crea- 
tures, neither is it the part of 
a prudent mai^, to deprive 
himself of dhat blefiing which 
he may reasonably expedl: fn 
heaven, ifhe makes it his bu- 
finess to promote the good of 
the publick. 

^Truly, 



•111 



The la^TtER» %i 

^ Truly, vet tue and wisdom 
are more valu'd by good men, 
than eith^ riches or honours. 
* There is (fays Dr. Oliver j a 
regard to be had to men afflict- 
ed with any diseases, and they 
fhould be ti'eated with all the 
respeil, tenderness, and civility 
in the world ; there is a pity 
and concern required from us, 
for the miseries and misfor- 
tunes of men, and we ought 
to be very ready to aflifl: them 
pn all occafions, and to be then 
moft glad, when we are mofl 
ferviceable. 
Thefe are, I muft own, in- 
genious reflexions; but me- 
thinks, I may add on the other 
hand, that the publick ought 
to give fuch artifts, all the pro- 
fit 
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fit and horiqiir that are due t6 
fuch discoveries, for feai* diey 
ihould be otnerwise tempted, as 
too many have been, to <50Hceal 
them : eonsciows to themielves 
of bow much value fbme&crets 
have been while they rc^giain'd 
fecrets, and <^ how little value 
they have pf ov'd to tlieir au- 
thors, the mcNisent afteir they 
have been reveatd. 

A« Mr. Douglas waspetfe<%- 
ly wdl apprifc'd of thSs way of 
the world, ! cailnot help fee- 
marking upon fome beauti&l 
rircunjftanees in bis^ behaviour 
on this occafion* 

He feems, as it were, to have 
forc'd his affiftahce upon uis a- 
gainft our wflls, and tf I may 

use 
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tfee the ejfpreflion, to have fav'd 
us from our felves. 

Even dead authors, whose 
ienrinierits were of the greateft 
Weight, feem'd to have con:pi- 
)red with the living pradlitionersi, 
who bore the higheft renown in 
the art of Surgery, to explode 
and baniih this operation from 
the worlds and effectually to de- 
prive hufnan nature of* the nu-» 
merous benefits arifing from it, 
till this young gentleman veil* 
tur'd fingly to combat for truth, 
againfl: general prejudice, and 
contemning all calumnies, eon^ 
quer'd, in the endj all oppod- 
tion ; forc'd it again into re!- 
queft, and from his own fingle 
and private praftice, broiight it 
to be publick and universal. 
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Notwithftanding what de 
Franco fays, that though himr- 
felf fucceeded, no othet Surgeon 
ought ever after to attempt k. 

Notwithftancfing after hiiii^ 
the famous Hildatl diflfu^dc^ e- 
yery honeft and induftrioUs 
Surgeon from fo perillous aft 
undertaking. 

Notwithft^ridihg Fienus af- 
ferts de Franco's Wjay to b§ Ut- 
terly imprad:icable, jbecauise> 
wounds in the bladder are mor* 
tal, and, can't be consolidiated, 
and therefolre brands it with the 

4 ... 

name of a iraih unde:rtaking, 
which he thought riot w(*th his 
while to {peak qf itibre jat large, 
because every bo^ had abaa- 
don'd and refiOunc'd the pra- 
ctice (rf" it. \ 
- Not- 
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Notwitbflaading Theveiiin, 
in his treatise of operatipns de- 
datres, that de Franco's way is 
no jnore in use, because the in^ 
cifion being ma4e in the fund 
and body of the bladder, causes 
great accidents. 

Notwithftanding the learned 
Drelincourt ihad told us, that 
th& Franconian operation died 
as fbon as it was invented, be-^ 
<:ause, when the fund of the 
bladder was par&rated, the u* 
arine flow'd into the cavity of 
the belly, and caused death 

Notwithftanding all theseau- 
thorities, which were enough to 
deter a genius that was not fully 
and unconquerably bent on 
great and extraordinary disco- 
veries, from looking any fur- 

F 2 tbgx. 
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ther. This curious and enter-? 
prifing artift, was bravely rer 
1<)1 V 'd to carry fb useful an Qth 
quiry to as great a height, as 
ever his own genius, ftudy, in- 
formation, or experiment, .<pould 
poflibly lead him. 
' Accordingly, in the numerous 
enquiries which he made^ be 
found as great authorities among 
the dead writers, and likewise 
living witnefles of hiaoiyn acr 

quaintance, particularly Mr. 
Amy and, his Majefty's Surgeon, 
proving, that wounds in the 
bladder were not mortal, as 
Fienus has faid above, nor that 
they were even very dangerous, 
as Hildan, Drelincourt, and de 
Franco himself, afferted ; nay, 

that they were not even fo dan- 

gerous, 
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gerous and liable to jaccidents, 
(tho Thevenin has been pleas'd 
to fay fo; yiz. occafioniqg imr 
potencies, incQptinency of urine, 
&e. as the way of cutting in the 
jcommon operation, but had 
been often cured with thegreat- 
jeft fuccess, and without the leaft 
ill consequences, and as these 
later iauthorities were grounded 
upon experience, whereas the 
former were moft of them ima- 
ginary, andcaus'dby the very 
want of experience, he was juft- 
ly animated by the latter, more 
than he was discourag'd by the 
former. 

Again, he very rationally ar- 
gues with himself, that moft of 
the wounds in the bladder, fo 
cur'd, as above-mention'd, were 

uncouth 
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uncouth and irregular woundif^ 
and consequently the harder to 
:, bekig made iy impr^^r 
inftruments, as fwords, bullet^ 
^nd the horns of wild keafl:», 
the random' Work cf chance, and 
he juftly <j()rtdkidesf, a fortiori, 
that artificial wbundis made in 
the moft proper plaqe, * wiA 
^ proper inftruments, and all iie- 
* ceffary precautions, would Itic- 
^ceed with muoti less trouble, 
^ and much more certainty. * 

Wl^en he had ^Saus boldly, 
but jufMy, reason'd with hinj- 
felf, he, with no less juftice and 
caution, proceeds in his manner 
of adling, dian he had done be- 
fore in his method of thinking. 
As he would not reft conten- 
ted with tare authorities, un- 

fupported 
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fupported by experience, to 
ground his opinion in fjpecula- 
tion : fo neither would he re- 
niain iatisfy'd with both the au*- 
Aority and experience of other 
persons join'4 together, as fuffr* 
cient motives for him to un*- 
d&itake the j^-adice, till he had 
edniirmd both by frequent ex- 
periibaits of his own, wisely 
and innocently try'd upon dead 
bodies. 

^ -■ ■ 

\ 

After he had with a vafl deal 
of trdiafele and pgi|i&, try'd ex* 
periftiei3t;^r.tx|)€BFiment, up- 
oii nuijfAefS of dead bodies, to 
make himself dextrous and ex- 
^tty in. his then intended pf a- 
6Kce ; after he had even had 
dth^rOQul'asge to try upda two li: 

vin^ 



■' ' • 1 •* 
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ving persons, he then came mi 
presented them before a very, 
publick Company, when one of 
the Cutters viewing the cicatri- 
ces of the wounds, was pleased 
immediately, without more a- 
do, to afl'ert, that they appeared 
to him to have been made with 
caufticks. This, mufl: certainly 
have been a very great fliock 
to modefty, provided that mo- 
defty had not been accompany'd 
with equal courage ; but as 
one vertue fupported-the other, 
he got the better of this bb* 
jcdlion, which, he had no foon- 
er done, but a frefli one was 
rais'd againft him. 

The next cry wa$, that tho* 
boys could be cur'd this way, yet 
jn^ia could receive no advantage 
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from his projedted method ; and 
this argument, it feems, was fb 
dextroufly manag'd againft him, 
that it loft him a very good 
patient, and the gentleman his 
life 

Neither were objed:ions only 
raised againft him in discourse, 
and by carrying about flying re- 
ports! from place to place, to 
his disadvantage^ * but pam- 
phlets upon pamphlets, are pub- 
ifli'd againft him, to injure his 
chara6t;er and wound his &me ; 
to ridicule his abilities, to mis-* 
represent him as no better than 

G a 

* A Pamphlet entitled, Animadverfions on 
a late Treatife, entitled, Lithotomia Douglafli^ 
ana} atid another Pamphlet entitled, 

ThcSlecdnd Edition of the Scotch Do^or, td 
Which i$ added^a wonderful relation of deFtaa« 

co'5 6h6ffi fiorfi printed for i*l6rf]teQXV%\sv^^^ 
wJok' Lane, 
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a meer Empiriek, dxtd a vairi 
boafter, and to expose his pre- 
teniiotis as chimerical and im<- 
poflible, grounded Upon no more 
than an ipse dixit, to juggle 
men out or their lives and mo- 
ney too. A harfh and dread- 
ful charge this 1 and the |)am^ 
phletepr himself, (tho a very 
fcurriious one) feem'd fo ienfi- 
ble of the heaviness of the 
charge, that he fays, ' if at 
' any time the coiittary is made 

* appear, I ihall be ready to 

* acknowledge the injuftice of 

* my own, and others censures, 
' in a publick recantation in print, 
' as I here charge them : This 
Was a fair promise of the pam- 
phleteer, after fo foul a Charge, 
bat remains yet unperformed. 
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ibrliie contrary has long Hnce 
been made appear, but the pub- 
lick reointation has not yet 
appear'd. 

These (buggies however, did 
by no means discourage him 
from going on with an attempt, 
which he knew would prove tor 
the general good of mankind ; 
he next address'd the Suirgeons 
of the Hofpitals, and all of them 
too, except Mr. Chefelden, reje- 
6kd his proposals. Mr. Che- 
felden, to his honour be it fpo- 
ken, examin'd into the Truth, 
and approv'd the method, or 
otherwise, in all probability, 
men afflidled with that terrib'^ 
diftemper had remain'd to this 
day, without the benefit of th^s 
affiftance ; And now, at laft, 

G 2 ^vasa 
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fince this prailice is uniA^eiisally 
allow'd and come in ivc^xie, 
now, that the whole Society of 
Surgeons have unanimoufly ad-r 
mitted Mr. Douglas, as one of 
their honorary Members,, upon 
that very account ; Why now, 
truly, Mr. Chefelden himself enr 
deavours, as far as in him lies, 
to rob him of his fame, as he 
has been already too frequently 
robb'd of his patients. Mr. Cher 
felden would arrogate to himself 
the chief merits of these perfor-? 
mances, tho* he can but prer 
tend to the fecond honours of 
the day, and ought, inftead of 
presuming to be the leading man 
in that way, to be contented with 
what is a fufficient honour to 
him, the having been the firfl: 

approver, 
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japprover, and introducer, of the 
person who proje6led this, for 
the good of mankind. 

We find that this was the 
invention of former days, but 
no body had the courage toper- 
form it. Roffetus frequently la* 
meoted his want of opportunir 
ty of trying it ; de Franco did 
try it, and tho' he even fucceeded, 
wanted courage to recommend 
the praftice of it to others. 
Hence every man declin'd theo- 
peration: Mr. DougliaseflFedual- 
ly read the theory, and was (not- 
withftanding what Mr. Chefel- 
den fb craftily infinuates to the 
contrary) the fir ft bold adven- 
turer, but riot bolder than he 
was wise ; for after trying it on 
fJead bodies, he has turn'd it 

with 
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with great fiiccess to the zdv^s^ 
tage of the living, and had he 
liv'd in ao^ other age, he would 
not probafcly have met with fb 
many discouragements. But,that, 
inftead erf wounding his cbara* 
cl:er, redounds as much to his 
&me, as what he has done, does 
to the benefit of mankind. 

How different were the cen- 
fures of fornaer ^g^s frpni these 
of ours ; Mar^s Au^'^lius Sp- 
•verinus, in his excellent piece, 6^ 
Medicina Efficaci, tel Is us of a 
wound of the abdomen, where 
the intefline forc'd itfelf out, 
and being fo inflated, could by 
no means be reftored to its pro- 
per place ; it eluded the force of 
medicines, the ftrength of the 
hand, as it did all their cunning 

In- 
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liiVentioriflf ; it was dangerous 
to dilate the wound,: for the pa* 
tienC Wanted Strength to under* 
igo fo fey ere an operation. A* 
mong all these difficulties, Mon- 
fieui? Pigtay, an abk Surgeon, 
bethought himself of prickinjg^ 
it gently with the point of a fine 
needle, which made the patient 
by the force of nature, in an in- 
ftant to draw it in, and when it 
retired, he immediately ftitch'd 
up the wound, and foon com- 
pleated a cure. 

This i^6Uon induces him to 
make an ingenious and ingenu- 
nuous refleiSion, thatPigrayde- 
ferves to beeverlaftingly record- 
ed for that fingle action, if he 
had never done any thing memo- 
rable befides, in the healing art : 

and 
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and httt I muft put this ^uefti**^ 
on a fortiori, how would thisf 
great maA, if he had liv^d in 
our days been lavifh of his eu- 
logics, in favour of a person, 
whom we are not afham'd to 
flight and despise ? : 

The author, w hoitt I lafl: men*' 
tion'd, was a miracle of wit, and 
wisdom, who had collected the 
heft lentiments of all who liv'd 
and writ before him ; and as the 
famous Bartholine fays, he was- 
aftoniih'd at the profoundness 
rf his works : his Book, de ab- 
fcondita abscefTuum natura, is a 
lading monument of his great- 
nefs, and he, well worthy of the 
imitation of the brighteft Spi- 
rits this age has produced. 

Now 
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Now Sir, if the Phyficians 
and Surgeons of our times,' 
would ihow the fame forward- 
nefs, and the &me ardour, in 
encouraging merit, as Severinus 
has done ; we might, perhaps, 
once more fee the day, when all 
the discoveries of antiquity 
would break out afreih, into 
their former luftre, and be hap- 
pily praitis'd by modern hands, 
to the unspeakable benefit of 
mankind. * 

And indeed, Boerhave, who 
is one of the moft celebrated 
profeffors of phy fick, that Eu- 
rope has produc'd ; who has 
read almoft every thing that is 
worth reading in any language, 
has given Mr. Douglas a cha- 

H ra61:er, 

^ Several operatioDs ot theantientSy are bft; at ieaft, Sy uncer- 
tain, that ibmc voy learned men have thought thjq ttK^wf ^ t«S^ 
their time amiis, in oideavourine to icvccwAoR v^iVfflXxVse^ vi««5 
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defign, and even, if I had rea- 
fon to think no person after 
would be fo happy to revive it, 
let it, for my part, lie for ever 
buried in oblivion. 

Hence, Mr. Chefelden can^ 
find fault, that he has met with 
this honeft reprimand, but 
would do well to own, that he 
feels a due compun61:ion of heart, 
after fo full and plenary a con* 
viclion, that he has done a 
thing, which gives fo ill exam- 
ple, and may be attended with 
many consequences detrimental 
to the intereft of his fellow 
creatures. ^ / am, 

Sir, 

Tmrsy&c. 



* Siquidem mdi opinions nihil in'quius, nihil turpius, nihi- 
que faedius, quam hirtivis, inftar iElopic* Coraicuh:, alioruni 
pennis fiiblimi ferirc fidera vertice. 

TO 
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I H A V E, in of deir to make 
good the charge againft 

Mr.CHESELDEN,C0lj 

iated his treatise, on the High 
Operation, with Mr. Douglas's 
Lithotomia, or Method of Cut" 
ting for the Stone; and in juftice 
to both, plac'd what has been 
faid by each, under their re- 
fjpedlive names; by which, with- 
out much trouble, it may ap- 
pear to others, as it has dofle 
plainly to iile, that I had folld 
and fiifficientReafons to ground 
tvery part of my charge upoa 
H AP- 
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Indice mn (^ eftt noftris wc vin^e likriii 

Mr. DouctAs. 

Ilchotomia Dougla/Sana: or a 
new method of Cutting for the 
Stone, firff pradlised by John 
Douglaj Surgeon, F. R. S. Ulufttated 
with fcveral Copper Plates. London, 
1713. 

Ceisus's Method. 
Th e method of opaating used by the 
antient Grecians, Latins, and Arabians, 
was firft describ'd by A. C. Celsus, whence 
it was cali'd Cclfica : afterwards Apparatus 
Minor, and now cutting on the gripe, vid. 
pag. 14. 

Mak* 
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Stat emtrii,£citqiietiU,tmft^mafiir is. man. 

Mr. Cheseiden, 

^P^B Treatise on the High Operation 
jnO^I for the Stone, with feventcen 
BPhbI Copper Plates. By William 
Chefelden Surgeon to St. Thomas's Hof 
pital in Southwatk, and F. R. S. London, 
171;. 

Ce I sus's Method. 
The moft ancient way of cutting fcr 
the ftone, is that described by Aulus Cor» 
neUus Celsus, as it was practised by the 
Greeks and Romans, now called cuttipg 
upon the gripe, or with the lefler Appara^ 
tus. vid. pref. p^. t 

Mar- 
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fndke nm opus efty nojiris nee vindice l^m, 

Mx, Douglas. 

Mari anus's Method. 
This Method of operating was invented 
^nd pra<5);i$ed byJo.de Romanis, but was 
ifirft puyiflied by his Disciple, Marianus 
3an£bi]s B^clicamis, whence it was cafled 
Mariana, afterwards Apparatus Major, (be- 
cause of the great number of Inftruments 
lised in malting it) and now, Cutfingoi^ 
AeStafFe. p 17, 

Frere Tacqjpe's Method, 
Is yery exawy describ'd, and its incoa^ 
yeniencies fliewn, by that excellent Sur- 
geon, Monfieur Mery, as also by Monfieur • 
Dionis, to whom \ refer the iijquifitive 
reader, 






Dr. Rau's Method. 

I am informed, that Pr. F^ii had yery 

extraordinary fucpess, and tho* he cat up- 

pn a Staff, he made the wound very neas 

clie (atpe pl^cei 9s i|i cutting oq the Grip . 

bladder^ 

- t ... .J 



^ 
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S$at contra, dif'ttquf tibi^ tuapagina, fur es, 
Mr. C{f£SELP£N. 

Marianus's Method. 
I N the year 1 5 14. Marianus publifhed 
an af count of the way of cutting upon the 
(bfi^ or with the greater Apparatus, which 
his Mafter Joannes de Romanis, of Cre^ 
mona in Italy, invented and pradised with 
sood fiJcceG, p. ii. 



Frere Jacque's Method. 
In the year 169I' Frere Jacques, as 
Oionis relates, an eccle(ia(Hck in France, 
came to Paris to practise his new invented 
way of cutting for the ftone. which was 
by the diredion of a ftafFinto theBladdefy 
near the Redum, &c. p. ibid. 

Mr. Rau's Method. 
But the late Mr. Rau, profeflbr of ana« 
tomy at Leyden, perform'd it afterwards 
in Holland, cutting; exadly between the 

\ 
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Indice non opus efty mftris nee irindice l^r^. 

Mr. Douglas. 

and fb went diredly into the Cavity of the 
Bladder, without touching the Urethra, 
as in the common way. 

I do not hear that he has pubUlh'd any 
account of it himself, and therefore refer 
the curious to the learned Profeflbrs at Ley- 
den, who were Eye-Wimefles of hisdex* 
tericy and (access, for a more particular 
description of it. P* 3 '• 

Ro ss E Tus*s Scheme. 
My Friend, Dr. Horseman, brought 
me from Paris in November laft, the fc- 
cond Edition of Rofletus departu Cssareo, 
printed in 1 5 5>o. In which Ifind the high 
operation prcmosed an4 described with 
great judgment, {agacity, and exactness. 

He proposes three ways, of making this 
operation, in all wfiich the bladder mufl 
be diftended with (bme liquor. p. xj, 

* I have a great while imagin'd, that the 
* Stone might fafely be extraded diioi^ 
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Stat corara, Mcitque tibi, tuafagma, fur es, 

Mr. Cheselden. 

cess. In my opinion, this way of cutting 
exceeds the two former, and would be 
yet better, if the bladder was fill'd with 
water be&re the operation. 



ROSSETOS. 

Roflct (vid. p. 3 7.} recommends the 
doing this operation in another way ^ he 
describes the parts like a good Anatomifl:, 
and judicioufly fhews what fhould be done, 
^d what avoided. Yet his bed method 
cooperating, in my opinion, is not alto- 
gether perfedt. He exhorts Surgeons to 
make this Operation ; < Sine mem calum- 
* nise, — poflit, & debeat, though he ne- 
ver did it himself upon living Bodies, and 
^ fome time deferred even the publifhing 
his thoughts about it, * Per abdomen cy- 
'ftotomiam absolvi feliciter pcfTe jamdu- 
... * dum 
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tndke nen opus efty mflm nit fvindici Uirii^ 

Mr. DoxJGtAS. 

* thcHypogaftriom, but die noVelty df die. 

* operation, and the ttnbridkd Tbngties of 

* maticiotispec^lej cfeter'd mefi-omit. p. 17. 

PiERkE D E t R A K c o's Method. 

What Authors call the High Operation: 
L e; cutting for the ftone, on the lower 
part of the Belly, was firft pradised by 
Peter de Ff anco of Turrierej in Proveric^; 
of which He gives the foupwing accoiint, 
in his Treatise of Hernia's, p'ublifhed at 
Lyons, 1 581. vid. p. Z4, zj. 

In page ^6. Mr. Douglas (peaking df 
de Franco, fays 3 Though he fucceeded, 
we ought never to attempt it j For which 
he h feverely reprehended by the moft 
^dicious Rodecu^, in the/e words, 
. * But I very much wcMider why, ifter 
' hii Success, he fhould advise ns not id 

* attempt this method. Did that gbpd 

* man envy mantind the happiness of his 

* discovery, though accidental, ^d asi^ 

* were forc'd upon him> or wasf he afi^d 

* sliaif 
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^at coi^ra, dkkque tiiif tuafaghtOt jier es-. 

Mr. Gh£seld£n« 

^ dum augutabari fed operis ndvitas ^ 
' thrasonum quorundam os infrene niihi 
* filcntium impcrabanti pref. p; v* 

Pierre DE ^RANCidi 
Is the fiirft Author that mentioils €uf j 
ting for the ftotic above the os pubis, hd 
lays his operation (uccceded in an extraor'i 
dinary manner^ yet he discourages others 
from performing it, for which Roflei 
Censures him (everely* p. iv^ 



But 1 catihot forbear veiy miich wdri- 
dering, why he fhould afterwards disCoti- 
tage others from attempting the like ope- 
iation. Does that gcxid ihaii en Vy mart- 
kind the happine{s of the inVentioii (alj 
though accidental and forced upon nim) 
or is he afraid it will lefleri his own and 

I 46p 
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* that it would be detrimental to him and 

* his Fraternity, or did he fear being expelled 

* their Society in an ignominious manner? 

* Of what use would his discovery have 

* been to Pofterity, when he forbids^us to 

* pra6tice it, even on the moft promifing 
^ Subjects; though he himself fucceeded 
' on an In&nt worn out and half dead 

* with Pain, after all other methods had 

* been try'd in vain. p. z8. 



Mr. Rofletus's Book, de partu Caeia- 
reo, (in which he proposes this new Me- 
thod of cutting for the ftbne) being fb very 
excellent, and fb very hard to be met with, 
I thought I could not oblige the reader 

more 
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collegiatcs gains ? or does he dread their 
branding him with fome mark of infa- 
my, or their expelling him their fraterni- 
ty and company, as if he had disgrac d 
the reft ofhis brethren, by out-doing them ? 
for what fliall hereafter prevent that ope- 
ration's being again (ucceKsfiil, which has 
already been experienced to have been (b ? 
and why fliould not that operation be {iic- 
cefsful, where the patient has good ftrength, 
which has been known to have been (b, 
where the patient was a litde infant, al- 
( moft dead, his Strength being worn out, 
having been miserably tormented, all o- 
ther methods being tried upon him be- 
fore tp no purpose? p* ^7« 

In my own account of this Operation, 
I have^irly {et down every thing that I 
judged mofi material to be known, with- 
lout the leaft disguise or partiality to my 
[fel^ and that the Reader might Ctc "w W. 
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moi?e, than by reprinting all that he fays 
about it, in the fame order it was wrote j 
that thereby every one may (ee, what an 
ineftimable Jewel has lain neglected, for a- 
bove one hundred and thirty Years, in thp 
duft of Anti<][uity j and there it might- itiU 
)iave lain, had not I both improvcd> and 
Successfully executed his Defign, by which, 
we ought to be encourag'd to ^ch more 
carefully (than hitherto we have done) in- 
to the reliifb of those ancient and divine 
Men, inftead of contemning them, as the 
fafhion is among those, who know litde, 
^d h^ve read nothing j and who knows 
what fiirther discoveries may be foon 
|nade> p. 75» 

Mr. Douglas farther adds. 
This excellq^t Author has certainly been 
very little read, or very ill underftood, else 
this method had nqt been (b long a (ecret : 
Had I been fb lucky as to have met with 
fhat invaluable Book, before I had cut li- 
yin^ bodies, it wpu\d\va\eC^^I«.dtQs a vaft ^ 



APPENDIX. <Si 

Stat contra, dicitque tibi, tua paginal fur es. 

Mr. Cheselde n. 

had been be&re done, and that I might 
not be (iispedted of arrogating to my {elf 
any part of this Operatbn, which was not 
my own invention (which Iconfcss is very 
litde) I have added to it a trandation of 
what had been writ upon the fubjed by 
^veral Authors>and though that of Rodet 
may appear in (bme places not very intel- 
ligible, yet those who know the Author 
will find he has noinjuflice done him. p.ix. 
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deal of thought, labour, andexpence, m 
compofing the theory of my operation, it 
is {b clearly and evidently demonftrated, 
and accounted for, in that profound and 
venerable author. p. 5 i. 

Mr. Douglas has likewise given us all 
that Roflet wrote, concerning die High 
Operation, in RofTets own words in (^atin, 
from p. 75, to ixo. 

In the ojedions againft this method, 
formerly answer'd ; The firft is. That the 
Guts will burft out at the Wound ; the 
answer is. That the Inteftines are kept from 
burfting out at the Wound by the Perito- 
neum, which \^ ficuated between the blad- 
der and the Bowels, p. CC. 

But as the Peritonaeum may happen to 
be wounded, Mr. Douglas gives us this 
proof^ that fuch a wound is not extremely 
dangerous. In this patient ({ays he) 
(meaning the fourth he cut,) I made a 
/m^Ji wound in the peritonceum,- through 
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From Page 5 7. of his Book, to p. i j 9. 
he has caused to be tranflated all that 
Roflet wrote concerning the high opera- 
tion, into Englifli. 

In this Audior particularly, (meaning 
Roflet) every objection that might be raised 
againft this way of cutting is fully answer- 
ed, except that of the Inteftines being lia- 
ble to be let out of the abdomen, which 
indeed is terrible, but even that is not mor- 
tal, as I have ftiewn by the two cases in 
the Appendix. p. ix. 

Remark. 

These two Cases (between which and 
the case in hand there is no manner of ana- 
logy) might have been express'd in two 
lines, are pompoufly (et forth with a par- 
ticular title-page, two Copper-plates, and 

other 
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which I faw the Inteftines present them" 
felves, but I pufli'd them back with my 
Fingers, and ftitched the Skin, and we 
had no farther inconveniency from it ; the 
Boy at this very time ferves Dr* Stewart in 
Pail-Mall. p. 55>* 

The Patient is to be placed flat upon his 
back on the table, with a thick pillow un- 
der his head, then his wrifts and ancles are- 
to be faften'd together with ftraps. 
The Operation confifts of direc parts^ 

Firftj In filling the bladder, which is 
done thus 3 Pass the Catheter, Tab. 4* 
fig. I. then draw oiit the Stillet, fig. z, 
then fill the fyring, fig. 7* with luke-warm 
Water, then fix it to the brass head oif the 
flexible tube, fig. 4. with the key, fig. 8^ 
then order your afliftaiit to gripe the penis, 
Co as the water may not regurgitate, then 
press the water leisurely into the bladder, 
until you perceive it is raised Co far above 
the OS pubis, that there is room enough 

to 
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other Ornaments, that they are extended 
froth pi^ 115, to 1 80, which, as it fi- 
niihes his Bode, (b it finifhes the whole 
ihow, the Bookj in that (msc, being all 
of a piece. 



The patient being placed upon a bed 
enr sqeiit laid upon a Table, with his head 
Cfti a pillow,' his legs ofF the table, his 
dbi^s rai^, and his back a little hollow^ 
fa as to relax the abdominal mufcles.^ then 
wt pa(s a ligature loosely above each kne^ 
and faften it to the outfide of the table, 
the afliftant on each fide holding hiis 
hands. And haviiffi pafled the catheter; 
another afliflant gralping the penis gently 
visAi his hand, to preVoit a reflux of the 
VattTj we injed: ai much warm barly 
water as will ^1 dbe bladder to its utmoA: 
nazucal diflention, more being of little or 
no trse to die operation $ but very painful, 
if not dangerous, to the patient. Into a 

K rMxv 
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to make a {ufBcient incifion into it, then 
withdraw the (yririg, and get the penis al- 
fiftartt to extrad die catheter very gendy> 
taking particular care to ftraiten his gripe, 
(o as none of the water follows it, then let 
him turn the penis down towards the anus, 
which will hinder the water from (purring 
out, and also keep his handout of the way. 

N. B. If the bladder is filled too full it 
gives great pain, relaxes its fibres (o much, 
that they will with great difficulty, if ever, 
recover their natural tone, and forcibly fe- 
parates the peritonaeum from the muscles 
.of the abdomen, which may occafiori in- 
flammations, impofthumations, &c. 

If it is not filled enough, it will be im- 
poffible to make a fiifficient incifion into 
it, and consequently to extradt the ftone, 
withoutcontufingand lacerating the parts, 
as in the common operaticms. 

The medium between these two ex- 
treams muft be found out by the (agacity 
of the operator. 

Secondly, 
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» 

man full grown may be injedcd near 
twelve ounces, and into a boy nine years 
old, about eight ounces 5 allowance being 
made for the fize of the ftone, which be- 
ing difficult to do exadly, the proper 
quantity for every patient, may, I think, 
be more certainly known from the fwell- 
ing of the abdomen juft above the os pu- 
bis, if the integuments are thin \ by the 
patients growing uneasy from the extenfi- 
on of the bladder; and from the refiftance 
which the operator feels to the injedion. 
And that we may the better judge with what 
quantity of water we diftend the bladder, 
the urine fliould be discharged, before the 
injediion is made. And because an im- 
mediate connexion of the (yringe and the 
catheter, without the intervention of a 
flexible tube, would make the catheter too 
liable to be moved in the bladder, and 
give great uneafinefi ; I therefore, join'd 
them together by an oxes ureter (vid. tab. 
VII.) which efFecSlually prevented thatinr 

K 1 COUr 
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Secondly, In making the wounds which 
is done thus : 

Take the 6r(l knife> iig. p. and cut at 
leisure, and with a Aeady hand exactly in 
die middle, from near the upper part of 
the tumor of die bladder, or lower acoDfd 
ing to the computed bignefi of the (bon^ 
down to the os puhis^ continue the inci- 
fion till you have got {o low, that you can 
diftindiy feel the flu^«ation of the liquor 
in the bladda: with your fingers (which 
will happen before you are quite through 
the muscles) then wipfe off die blood with 
the ^unge wtungout of warm water» then 
take the (econd knife, fig. lo. and place 
its back in die middle of the os pubis, then 
run ks point down towards the coUum vc- 
fica?, until you get into the cavity of t?he 
bladder (which is discovor'd by the ifluing 
out of tlie water) thc.i holding your knife 
ill a perpendicular I trie, riin it along very 
quickly towards the fund of the bJadda:,) 
as far as necefliTy. ' ' ' r'^ ' 

N. B. If 



t>0 i^ . * . i * .. t» * s »• 
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convenience. But before we leave this part 
of the <x)eradon, I muft recommend the 
pacing the catheter deliberately^and gently, 
choom^cadier to ieem lels artful in doing 
it, than ^retly to hurt the patient, for the 
repuG^on dFddng it quick and dextrous- 
ly : and indeed I judge this no unneceflary 
^uacMi in every part of the operation. 

The bladder being filled, and theca- 
theirer drawn out the afliflant muft conti- 
nue to hc^d the penis until the incifion is 
made into the bladder -, I think it may be 
beft held between the fore-fingers, or the 
fererfinger and thumb, the afUftants 
hand being placed between the patient's 
thi^, for in this manner the penis may 
be fo held, that neither the skin of the ab- 
domen ihall be any way extended, nor 
the afliflants hand interrupt the operator. 
Thefirft incifion may be made with a 
round edged knife (vid. tab. VII. A.) 
through the skin, the membrana adiposa, 
between the musculirediandpyramidales, 

even 
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N. B- If the wound in the bladder i^ 
made too large, then you are in danger of 
penetrating into the cavity of the abdomen. . 

If it \^ made top fmail, then you can- ' 
not ex trad the ftone, but with great diffi- 
culty, it being hardly poffible to enlarge 
the wound afterwards with fafety. 

The incifionof the skin, and major part 
of the muscles, ought always to be larger 
than that of the bladder, which will very 
much facilitate the extradion of the ftone. 

Thirdly, in excrading the ftone, which 
is done thus: 

The wound being made, ■ pass the fore 
and middle fingeis of your left hand into 
the bladder, to examine the figure and 
bigness of the ftone, then if fniall, pass 
the fore and middle fingers of the right, 
into the anus, and raise it up towards the 
wound, then you can eafily catch hold of 
it with your fingers that are ix\ the wound, 
and draw it out; but if it is large after ha- 
ving discovered its figure by your fingers, 

intro- 
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even to the bladder near the os pubis j for 
in that part it may be done (afely, the 
bladder tnere not lying close to the integu- 
ments : ( vid. tab. V. ) this firft incision in 
a man may be about four inches long, one 
end of it extending almoft to the skin of 
the penis. Then introducing a ftreight 
edged knife (vid. tab. VII. B.) with the 
back lying upon the foremoft, or middle 
finger of the left hand to diredb it, the in- 
cision may be {ecurely finifli'd upwards, 
and the bladder layed bare from tlie os 
pubis, near three inches long. Then 
paffing a crooked knife (vid. tab. VII. C.) 
into the bladder near the urachus, until 
the point is near the centre of the bladder, 
fo that bringing it out it may cut under 
the OS pubis •, and immediately, . while the 
water \s flowmg out, a finger fliould be 
introduced into the bladder, with which 
the forceps, (which may be very thin) will 
be direded to take hold of the ftone, which, 
if large, Ihould not be extracted liaftily, 

be- 
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introduce, the forcepsi %. i £. becweeti 
them, into the bladder, then turn the 
ftone into the forceps, with the finall end 
foremoft, and take fail hold of it, then 
draw out your fingers, and afterwards the 
ftone, with iedsure and caution, if it 
breaks, or there \s more than on^ take 
them out with your fingers as befeve. 

The ftone being extraidfced, lay tiro or 
three pledgets of lint armed with fbme good 
digeftivc over the wound, and a bolfber <rf^ 
tow over them j then undo die (l;ra{», and 
carry the patient to bed : then embrocate 
all the abdonien, {crotiimi and penis, 
\(^ith warm ol. chamomil. then turn a 
fwach a little broader than the patient's 
hand once round him, and pin it on the 
dredings juft tight enough to keep them 
on, then orda warm flupes to belaid very 
frequently on his bdly^ wrung; out of a 
firong deco6bt«i of wormwdoi chamo- 
mile, ^. or out of equdi p£tr£S of 6dh 
utineand linie*water. 

If 
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becaqse that encreases the rdiibnce : thd 
wound may he diefied with any, digeftive 
mediidnf, iraon. which may he kyed a 
(ofi; comprefs, kept on with an easy hatw 
dag^ The dieeftive I used ^;tras this, 
cec£ ^Vi livi ol. lini lii; tsreb^ venet %i 
The wounds fer fbmetime were fomented 
at each didfing, which was at firfl:, evety 
£2 hems, excq)t they were afleep, and as 
long as the urine came dirough the 
wounds, the parts about were conflantly 
anointed, to preserve them (torn being 
CxcQtiaEed by the urine,; which happened 
to my firft patient. 




Hi{iory of thd fuccess df this 
pag. IX. fio xu 



•^ ^^i 
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If they are not inclinable to fleep, (bon 
after the operation, they mufl; take a gen- 
tle opiate, because nothing is (o proper as 
reft* 

The fame evening dress the Wound, and 
embrocate the abdcsnen as before, then 
anoint the groins, icrotum, and penis, 
with unguent alb. or deficativum rubr. to 
prevent their being (calded by the «rine, 
then apply the ftupes as above. 

The embrocation and ftupes are to be 
continued till the wound is well digefted, 
and the ointment, till the water comes all 
the right way. 

The wound is to be dreft three or four 
times a day; when its well digefted, they 
ought always to lie on one fide or the o- 
ther, ^hich will very much haften the 
cure. 

All the urine flows through the wound 
until the wound of the bladder is cured, 
which is fboner or later, according to the 
conftitution of the patient 

They 



APPENDIX 75 

Stat cmtray dicitque tibi, tmpaghta jur es, 

Mr. Cheselden. 



7^ APPENDIX 

Jn£ce turn '9pus eft, wftrisnec vmdieeMrifi 

Mr. Dt)yGt.AS;. 

They ought not to be fbrc'd to go to 
ftool, under fix or (even days, unless Come 
particular reason requires itj because flrain* 
ing to ftool injures the wound. 

Hiftory of the fuccess of this inethoc], 
firompag, 5<Jto<»5, 

The parts cut, are the external tegu** 
imentS; muscles of the abdomen^ and boay 
of the bladder. 

N. B. I fhould have been more parti- 
cular in the description of these parts, did 
not my brother Dr, Dougls^is deugn foeed^ 
ily to oblige the world with a full and cor- 
red; description, not only of the parts 
concerned in this, but also of those in all 
ihe other ways of cutting, p, 47, 

Inftruments to be prepared before the 

operation, p. 48. 

I. The table which muft be three or 
four inches lower at one end, than the o^ 
;hcr. 

J,, The ftraps, whigh ought to be very 
fofu - ■ ■/ - j^^ 
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of the parts to be operated upon. 
Iilie outer skin, the membrana adipo^ 
%3Ly atid the linea alba. '[ 



> I 



tab» VII. pag, 28. 

A, A> Part of the inje(5ting (yritige 
which holds ten ounces. 

3, The eod of the fyringe fitted into 
]^pi|)eC. 

C> The inj^^Ung pipe, 
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3. A cup witii oil. 

4. The catheter and ftillet, tab. 4. fig. 

I, z. 

5. The flexible tube with its heads, fig. 
4, 5, ^. one of which is icrewed into the 
head of the catheter, and the other is flip'd 
upon the nose of the fyringC; 

N. B. The tube is made pf an Ox's 
ureter, arid was firfl: cpntfiyed byjylr. 
Chefelden. 

6. The fringe, fig. 7. which ought 
to hold water enough to fill the bladder ac 
once, or twice at mofl:. 

7. The catheter key, fig. 8. 
*>. Afpunge. 

I o. The (econd incifion knife, fig. j o. 

1 1. The new inftrument, fig. 1 1. 

It is about the thicknek of a cornmon 
case knife,7has no edge but from x to x, 
which is as (liarp as a razor. 

Its otherdinjenfions-areasin the figure, 
and are to be alter'd as the case requites. 

I X. The forceps,, fig. 1 2. - > 

In 
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D, D, D, An oxes ureter tied at one 
end upon the injecting pipe, and at the 
odier end upon the cameter. 

E, The catheter. 

Tab. VIII. p. xp. 
The knives used in this operation. 

A, A round edged knife to cut through 
the integuments. 

B, A ftrait edged knife to lay the blad- 
der bare as far as is convenient. 

C, The knife to cut the bladder. 

Remark. 
I piuft make one remark before I con- 
clude this Appendix, which my impartia- 
lity will by no means permit me to pass by 
in filence, it being thought by Mr. Che- 
felden's Friends an argument of the high- 
eft importance, and tending to prove a* 
mighty difference between the manner of 
inciHon made use of by Mr. Douglas, arid^ 
that made use of by Mr, Chefelden. 

Mt, 
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Remark. 

* 

Mr. Douglas*^ way Mr .Chefel<len^s very 
of cuttting is up- diflFererit Way of cut- 
wards, as Som. B to ting confifts, in iha- 

kiog the very /ame! 
ftrok^bfindficiii^by 
cutting downwards^ 
as from A to B. 
A 



A. 



B 



B 



Quxritur, Wtiedier it is to bti caU'd i. 
mathematical and efllential, or accidental 
difference, between two equal lines, when 
the nib of the pen drawing one lin^ ho^ 
gins at pun^m B and ends at A, and 
L nib of the other pen drawing the other 
Line, begins at pun^tum A and ends at 



Sin^ 
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R E M A R Kj 

Since both cut in the very {aitie pkcd/ 
^d both make the very (ame wound, with 
the very fame iriftrument, thtough the very 
(ame parts ', and fince the very fame ter-^ 

tibic (vid. Mr. Chefelden's pre£ 

p. 5>.) does happen in both ways j where 
then is the mighty improvement, (b 
much boafted of by Mr. Chefelden and 
his Friends ? Where is the quite different 
way of cutting frorti Mir. Douglas's way 
they fi) warmly infinuate, and (o induftri- 
oufly prop^ate every where ? Name mA 
die difference who can? '£t eris mihi 
* magnas Apollo< 



M Th« 
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In page 121, Mr. Douglas gives us an 
accofuiit of a thefis, (the tide of whidi is, 

* Qu£^ftio mcdica. Quodlibetaneis dispu- 
'tationibus mane di^utienda in ^holk 
'medicorum die jovis 13" Decembm 

* I (» 3 f, M. Nic. Pienreo M. D. Mddera* 
' tore. Reporiebat lotetix, Petruf k Mcr- 
' cier. An, ad extrahendum calailutn^ 

* didecanda ad pubem veiica ?) (enc to him 
in the following words. , I had a co|jy d£ 
a mod rare and ancient thefis, lately lent 
me from Paris, by that moft excellent 
anatomift, Dr.Winflow, oneoftheman- 
bers of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
which I don't doubt will be acceptable to 
the curious reader : (To whom according- 
ly he presents it, in the latin, juft as k 
came to his hands, and with this learned 
queftion he concludes his treatise, giving^ 
a handsome recommendation of it in these 
words) This very Thesis is mcntion'd ia 
the fourth Century of Bartholine's Epiftlcs, 
in a Letter from Guido Patin, dated ac 

Paris, 
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The latin thesis presented to Mr. Pou- 
i^as, is caiisVi to be tranflated by Mr. 
Cbelelden, for the benefit of the curious 
Engliih reader. He calls it> A Queftion 
proposed to be disputed on, in the Phi- 
uck Schools in Paris, on Thursday De« 
cembo: 13. 1715. by Peter le Metcier. 
" Whedier or no in cutting for the Stone 
" in the Bladder the inciuon fliould be 
** made at the pubes ? From p. 140 to 
« 150. 



Conclusion. 

I nm glad I have at laft found an end of 
the dull and tedious labour of collating, 
which was as tiresome to me in the writing, 
as it muft be disagreeably irksome to the 
fiiends of Mr. Chejfelden in the reading : 
I profess I don't love to make comparisons 
at any time, I know *em generally odious, 
but more particularly fb in this case, than 
ia any I have met with £ot a long while : 
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Paris, in the year 1 661. " De Cecaada 
" ad pubcm vefica, thefin composuit in 
" Icholis noftris olim agitatam, virmax- 
" imus ac infignis doftrinx, Mag.Nico- 
" laus Pietreus, quam veluti viciosam & 
" mulds navis ac erroribus anatomicis re» 
" fertam graviter irpprobabat, Jo. Rjola- 
" nus, Pietrei ex (brore Nepos, 

Whence it is evident, that it's no new 
thing for Ibme&rt of people vigprouflyand 
zealoufly to oppose all innovations in for- 
gery, as well as in though never fo 

much more rational and advantageous to 
mankind. p. 115, 
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St^ amtra, Jieilpt tiii, tmfagma, far a. 

Conclusion. 

However, Mr. Chelelden has no body to 
t)lame for this but himself: and fince he 
made the comparison neceflary for the 
juftification of Mr. Douglas, he muft like- 
wise bear the neceflary consequence of the 
Comparison as well as he can, although 
it fliould prove a rigid kind of pcnnance, 
diat will fill his heart with confufion, and 
cover his face with the guilty bluflies of a 
plagiary, according to the motto out of 
martial, which is as jufUy placed here at 
ihe end, as it is at the top of the Page. 

Oicitque tibi, tua pagina, fiir es. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

T O TH E 

LETTER. 

I H £ R £ is one cliinp omiaed in 
1 ray letter, which having Cnce 

I recolkaed, I have infetd here : 

I remark'd, that Mr. Douglas and Mr. , 
Chefilden have both of them afliimy too 
much fieedom, in telling the world what 
ought to be prescrib'd their patients, by 
wayofpreparaiive for the operation, which 
is treading a kctle top close upon the heel 
ofthePhyficians and fince I have already 
censured Mr. 0asGiAai Co frequendy and 
lb juftly, I might well be thought partial, 
if, where Mr, Douglas is equally in the 
wrong, I fliould not reprehend him as 
freely 
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freely ,as Mr. Cbefelcienj and truly. Mr. 
Douglas -deserves mdl corredion, for as 
he led Mr. ChdjAdsn ris^t in other cases^ 
in thi% he moft own, he has remark^Iy 
milled him, not only in thinking, but in 
ezpi^effing what he thinks. 

Mr. Douglas (ays, the patients are to 
befejobded, purged, dec. as their confti- 
rations will bear, or their case may require^ 
and muft always take adyfter the night be- 
&ce. vid. p. 1 5 . 

, Mr. Cheielden fays, b^re we go about 
diis operation, it (eems necdiary that the 
inteftines ihould be emptied, to prevent 
thdr preying upon the bladder, for this 
very^e^uon, I order my patients a 
{lender diet for about two days, and cly fters 
b^ore the operation, p. ^. 

A^itis neitlfi^bf thdyr profeHions to 
prescribe^ being dporMors only> it would 
feem presumption in them, to offer dire- 
^o6s that way, wheite able rtjyficians 
(wiibse 'province it is) are at hand to be 
cbrisMced: In 'tfaeOKintty, indeed, where 
profiler advice>i$ not Q> eafily had, their ex- 
perience may be allow'd in fbme habits of 

body. 
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body, to declare what's convcftient j but 
here,- where its otherwise, - — •- 
* Nc Gsttot ultra crepidam. . . 
This is no new (entiment of mine, ic 
was lone firice observ'd, before any of us 
liv'd ; ror Hildan, in his Lithotomy (cL 
^4 p. 6s>.) fays, *When a Surgeon is call'd 

* to undertake the cutting for the flone^ 

* (for it does not become an honeft man to 

* thruft himself upon this, or the like^iffi- 

* cult work, like a Mountebank) hefliall 

* not then immediately apply his knife to his 

* patient, and deal with him, asabutch* 

* er doth with his beaft, tie him to a form j 
« no, {urely, another course muft be ta- 

* ken ; for if thou wouldefl perform the 
*.work regularly, and have a clear consci«« 

* ence before God, the body of the patient 

* is to be prepared by a proper diet, par- 
<!ging, bleeding, &c. before the opeta- 
*-tion. 

* And here again, every artifl muf^havc 
•an especial care, to consult with fome 

* skilful Phyfician, who can discovfa: the 
< nature of his patient, and conflitution of: 

* his viscera. 

• r 

•Icon-' 



.u 



to the L E T T E k. 89 

5 1 confess it js a moft difficult thing 

* (fays Monfieur Duverney) to hit always 

* aright, because nature herself (b often va- 

* ries her method, and operates by ways Co 

* coinceal'd, and (b little underftood, that 
*.iiie overthrows ty accidents which 
*. we expe(5t not> and are ignorant of^ the 
' whole oeconomy of our operations. 

* It is not fufficient that you are able to 

* perform an operation, but you muft also 

* be acquainted with the (ubjedt you are to 

* perform it on, by which, I mean, thd 
'dispofition and temperament of the 
'patient. . 

* The dispofition of the patient, regards 
^ tlie regimen of living, the inclination, 
*age, feason, habit, and ftrerigth; for 

* if a patient follows an ill regimen, if* 

* he is eniaciatedj weak^ of an age that 

* permits not the operation ; or if he 

* hath greater Inclination to those thinssi 
• ' which arc hiirtfol to him, than to thosei 

* that are ferviceable, the Surgeon ought 

* to (usplend his Judghient, atid not to 

* riiri any riscjiie. 
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* If the ftone is^of Co large a fize lEaf 
you eainnot citrad it, you mtift leave' 
the patient to his repose, leaft he fhoutcf 
(fie under your hands : He fay^, a friend 
of his having cat a man in Italy, found 
a ftone of fiich a ^odig^ous fize, that 
he wascjblig'd to leaVe itin the hhAdet$ 
that he dy'd fii hours after j and the 
ftone taken out of his bladder weigh'cl 
one pound and a hatf> of the figure of a^ 
tortoise. 

* That in cancerous (ispofitioiB, if re- 
medies be not adapted with the gr^tefi 
circunispedion, we do but irritate them,^ 
whereby it becomes mctfe furious in its 
ravages. 

The extta^on of eviery ftone is not ta 
he ^ttempited, iK)r are sdi fielc Per&tis af- 
fii(fied with the ftone, Bt to be cut, (ays 
Hildari. 

* DesperatI nbn Cutit a:ttingendir %» 
Celfus. 

Ai^hifi, Accademiciaii profeflbr of Sur- 
gery, and firft Surgeon in the ho^ital of 
San<^a Maria NoveUa> at Florence, in 

" his 
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ills Lithotomy, printed there 1707, in 

* That ic is not fufiicient the jLithoto^ 
* mid has found out the ftone in the 
bladder, and Co, without any further 
confidoration, co come immediately to 
the (deration : It behoves him to confi- 
der the dccumftances -, as, whether wiih 
the flone there be a wound, or any o« 
jther inward difeafe. Let him call fbt 
die affifbnce of an experienc'd Phyfici- 
an, in order to prepare his Body, that 
it may be duly fittej fo^ ^c operation ; 
Bx feme bodies are vinous, and of a 
hoc and fiery dispomion, which are 
often in danger of being inflam'd, with- 
out great caution and preparation us'd. 
even a long time before the operation. 
f Befides bleeding, asoccafion requires^ 
{uch patients muft have eafie and gentle 
evacuants, for these will be found to 
anfwer the intention much better than 
briber purgatives, which irritate, and 
apparcndy impair ftrength. Wine is apt 
to inflame, Co not proper. 
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^ A regular and exadt diet is to bq ob- 
^ ferv'd, fiinple and nourifhing food, in 
^ order to invigorate the Patient. 

0:her bodies are lefs vigorous, and of 
z temperament more cool thai) the for- 
•mer 5 in thefe, certainly there is more nc- 
ceflity of pre(ervingthe ftrengththey have, 
than in thofe of a warmer makej which, 
by reason of their much vigour, are fiib- 
je6l to many ftrange accidents. 

^ Now it may very frequendy come to 
f pass, that the patient may die (boner by 
^ those accidents which acconnpany, or 
^ follow the operation, than he would do, 
^ if he carry 'd the ftone in his bladder. 

It is therefore a matter of very great im- 
portance for a Lithotomift, to be of great 
courage, but yet notirafli and (elf^fufficient, 
in undertaking operations of fo difficult a 
nature, even in cases, where he has tolera- 
ble hopes of fuccess, becaiise there are (o 
many unhappy casualties, and fo many 
unforeseen accidents that may intervene. ' 
' How fxequendy have the leafl: and tri- 
vial ails, thq moft infig^iiii^ant wounds, 
even the (cratch of a pin, or pricking of a 
^-- - ' r ^ needle, 
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jneedle, when they have befallen persons 
(Juring a very vicious habit of body, re- 
quired all the skill of the Phyfician s Head, 
and all the dexterity of the Surgeon'sHand, . 
to work the accomplifliment of their cure? 
The very fame ill that in one Conftitu- 
tion, might be very eafily remedied by a 
very indifferent pretender, fhall, in ano- 
ther Conftitution, put the moft judicious 
Phyfician to his wits end, and notwith- 
ftandingall his ingenuity, learning, and 
experience, make him own himself puzl'd, 
and doubtful what course to take. 

Innumerable are the inftances of mi- 
ftakes, committed by rafh and (elf-fuffi- 
cient Surgeons, for want of a due regard 
to the habit of body. I could fill a volume 
jvith examples of fatal and irretrievable 
pnes, which I have ob(erv'd during twen- 
ty fix years practice; but as the narrow 
bounds of this undertaking, won't permit 
many, I fliall beg only to inftancein one 
or two. 

Let it then fuffice to mention, that I 
y/2LS once (ehr for, to (ee a lufty person, who 
j>y fqrpe accident, met with a flight rub, 
'• ' ^ that 
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ihac only ras'd a piece of the skin fionv 
his leg: An officious Surgeon, k ihtms^ 
jbad been with liim j ignorant of the 
jconftitucion of the patient he had to deal 
widi> fell to work, without thinking on 
any preparation. The patient's body was 
^n inflam'd ^ an Erisepylas (uddenly fuc-' 
jceeded, thence a Gangrene, and he who 
was a fat jolly man, in all appearance 
^ithia the (pace of ferty eight hours, be- 
come a Corps. 

In the year 1 705, an eminent Surgeon 
of n^y acquaintance, had but a whitlow 
jon his finger, which feem'd at firft an 
infignihcant trifle ; it Coon altered its face, 
and look'd in fo threatning a manner, that 
it occasioned a consultation of Surgeons^ 
according to the advice of the reft, one 
of them cut it. The malignity Co (pread 
pn a {udden,that if they h^d nof had recourse 
to an immediate amputation of one. joint 
of his finger, the further lofs of his hand, or 
even, his whole arm, could not have pofli- 
bly been avoided. Well, the firft joint of 
the finger was lop'd away j why, not eyen^ 
then, could all the drefTings they were able 

to 



lo apply to the itimihiitg (lump, be df 
any efficfllcy or foree. The parts all arotinKi 
fook'd.bkck and livid, and threatned j[ 
^ha^elus ; Vain and fiuitless was all dtcu^ 
skilly aidiough (to do them juftice) they 
exerted it all in dieir way 5 nothing waf 
able to oadtcate thi» ftubi>€yrn eherny, till 
the Surgeon applied to the Phyfician, to 
join his forces. The firft thing w& did^ 
was, to correct the whole mass of bloody 
and then indeed, but not till then. 
Surgery cook (4ace, and b^an to conquer 
ihe ill: However, tho' joined, we pro- 
ceeded very flowly on, for a long tirne^ 
before we became entire matters of ir. 
Strong decoditions of the woods, (ansa, &c* 
with a milk diet, were all we could allow 
him for five weeks, with a bolus of calo* 
mel, dlthe began to ^it, and that, at 
lnoft> was but gently -, for he was reduced 
to the utmdft extremity, and was given 
over by thdsc who preceeded me. Two 
fiill months pafied, before any fcnfible 
check, or turUy \was given: during all 
which time, feveral angry red tumours, 
about the breadth of a nxpencc, appear'd, 

be-j 
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between the extretnicy c^ the amputateo' 
finger, and the top of his fhoulder, which- 
in two or three days, turn'd blacky and 
the efchars that fell off, after three days' 
dreflings, were as thick as any I ever {kw 
made by the ftrongeft caufticksv , "Nd 
fooner was the habit of body mended, bur 
diey disappeat'd, and the finger mended" 
apace, fo that in about three months, he; 
perf e<5tly recover'd. 

It is my opinion, that if this person had 
been cut for the ftone, in the ftate he wasf 
in when the joint was extirpated, no mart 
could have fav'd his Life j and though he 
found Co light a wound grow to fiiieh adanJ 
gerous height under the Surgeons handy 
while his body remain'd unprepar'd j it ii 
likewise my opinion^ that in as bad a flate 
as he was, be might- hav^ been fb prepar'd 
in a litde time, as to have fitted him (if 
need had been) to undergo the fevere op©* 
ration of cutting for the ftone, without 
any; extraordinary dangier^ unless further 
miftakes of- the operator,- fhould have 
brought on farther mischiefs^ 
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How many wounds in those cut for the 
ftonc, (during the feasons of cutting in the 
Hotel dieu> and Hotel d'e la Charite^ in 
Paris, which I carefully attended two years 
together) have I (een turn fiftulous ulcers ? 

Miftakes eafily happen, but the mis- 
chiefs occafion'd by em, after they once 
have happened, are feldom eafie, and fome* 
times impoflible to be retriev'd. 

As courage is requifite in a Surgeon, and 
fear to be avoided, fo caution is requifite> . 
and raftiness a vice in the other extreme. 

A confidence of skill has committed 
more errors, than a fense of weakness, that 
naturally provideth caution* 

It is undeniably evident, that the Sci-^ 
fence and pradice of Phyfick, is one of the 
moft extenfive, moft nice, and difficuk 
Undertakings in , the world : A day 
would (carce foffice to enumerate the Vari- 
ous fobtilities that arc to be observed in the 
curing of this or that fingle disease, (ays 
Sydenham^ the confideration of which> 
properly belongs to the Phyfician.* 

O Is 

^ Quid dicam de divinis tnedid periti iHiracuIis in prxdicendo* 
•urn 8c nuBtcm k &Iiitein» in tempOra 8c ^ usditatesiH adco norit 

tit 
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Is it not then a lamentable thing, that 
whatHildanfiysflipuldbettue, where hf 
affirms, ' That many are (b raih, that 
if they ftick not to cut men's bodies, as 
■ } Carpenters do their wood, and tho' they 
' fee no hope of preserving the patient, by 
f Lithotomy, nevertheless they care not, 
' they take his money, and deceive the 
' world, that is fearlefly, and without ad- 
.' vice of the skilful, they make incifion 4 
' on his body, a thingnottobeallow'di 
« forwhcrcthcreisnohopeofrecovetyby 
f Lithotomy, the thread of life is not to 
' becutoffraihly; nor can it exoile 'em, 
' tho" they pretend, it was the patient's 
' deflte, that he entreated 'em to do it, 
' that he had rather die, dian live longer 
,' in filch misery and Torment. 

Let Surgeons therefore confiderj that ' 
tho' they are never lb dextrous at open- ' 
jng veins and arteries, or performing any ' 
odier» 

(It nuUusvates, nulla deoramreippnrameremturilliiconfcrtl? Uca 
CiK mijJtis verbis, noQ Tuie niagnis ftudija non ab^ue ingenij 
excdtn.il. ac memoria: lenadtate. dcniquc oon line roaximia anj- 
Pii & coipoHS a;fluDus. ad gioriam asMndere poeeftmedicua autfi- 

Mna lijum Obtincrc. 

Hima, CarAmiUtiiau £w*»y. . 
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loAer chirurgical operaciom: Yet, ufil*^; V} 
great experience has enabled jheit heaW^ " :' 
fo direa their hands, they maydohwr^ ■ V 
inllead of doing good. Itis an eafic diii^ 'r^ 
to open a vein, but notlbcafie toknb# ''^: 
Xnhm it is proper, and when and haw&e 
the conftitution requires it. 

As art is a habit, whose objedt is Come- 
thing to be done, (b (cience is 3 habit, 
whose objedl is fcmething to be known. 
Surgeons are the operators of whatPbyfi- 
dans are judges; juft as the hand aiSts what 
the head dictates. The fcience pf the 
Phyfician is abfblute and primitive, die 
pta£lice of ^e Suigeon, dependent and 
flerivative. 

jLct them not then confound the no- 
ponsof Science, with those of Art: Let 
jhem keep to their own profcflion j it will 
requite eiioi^h of their time to discharge 
thdrduty as they ought, without medling 
wirfi the fcience, which is to be left to the 
judgment of the Phyfician, whose whole 
life is (hort enough to form that judgment 
rightly, when hehas Ipentit fbrthat end,in 
laborious fludy, and continualApplication. 
FINIS. 



